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his capacity as examiner, he would, a few years ago, have plucked any¬ 
one who had at the College of Surgeons advocated so bold a heresy 
against the teaching of John Hunter. 

Nevertheless, the main changes in this field of surgery in our times, 
have been in the methods of dressing and in the direction of increased 
readiness to tie large vessels near the origin of their branches; and, as 
the process of exposing an artery and tying an aseptic animal ligature 
does not materially differ from that of tying an old fashioned silk one, 
the technique of such operations remain much the same. 

There are however, differences enough to justify the writing of a new 
account, and it would be difficult to surpass for practical purposes this 
of Sir Willian Mac Cormac’s. I speak from experience. It has been 
my lot during the past year to tie several arteries which I had never 
ligatured before in the living subject, and on each occasion I found in 
his book exactly the preliminary information wanted. 

The 138 large octavo pages do not contain an exhaustive : nquiry in¬ 
to every historical, philosophical and literary question concerning the 
subject, but a quite sufficient, clear, and judicions description of each 
operation, of the anatomy of the parts concerned, of the necessary 
surface markings and guides, of the usual indications for the operation, 
and various things to avoid and to guard against. 

The illustrations, many of them by the author’s colleague at St. 
Thomas’s, Mr. Anderson, are exceptionally good, and some display an 
artistic feeling not commonly to be found in other than French surgical 
books. The engraving is clear and the whole get up of the book 
pleasing and convenient. 

C. B. Keetley. 

Die Operative Behandlung der Hodentuberculose Durch Re¬ 
section der Nebenhoden. Von Prof. Dr. Bardenheuer. (Mit- 
theilungen aus dem Kolner Burger Hospital, drittes heft. New 
York: G. E. Stechert.. 

The Operative Treatment of Tuberculosis of the Testis by the 
Resection of the Epididymis. 

The author founds his treatment on the principle that tuberculosis of 
the testis begins primarily in the epididymis. The tubercular nodules 
are first found on the head of the epididymis, and from 
here spread over the rest of the structure of the testis. After the tes¬ 
tis, the vas deferens, vesiculte seminales, prostrate, urethra, and 
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kidney become affected in the order named. The tuberculous pro¬ 
cesses attack the vas deferens after the lapse of years. This also 
after the testis and epididymis have became affected. The ureter once 
affected, the process is apt to involve the peritoneum and thence a gen¬ 
eral infection may result. Tuberculosis of the epididymis is rarely 
found secondary general tuberculosis. It is a primary disease. 
Tuberculosis may exist in isolated form for years in the epididymis. 
This is explained by the encapsulation of the tubercle bacilli in the 
tunica albuginea epididymis. After the invasion of the vicinity of the 
tubercle nodule (epididymis) general infection ensues. Localized tu¬ 
berculosis of the epididymis is rarely found with tuberculosis of the 
lung. In long standing tuberculosis of the epididymis, we can sur¬ 
mise the infection of the testis if not the rest of the genito-urinary 
tract The infection spreads in an ascending direction. Tuberculosis 
of the kidney is often a result of this ascending process, but may be 
found in general tuberculosis. The treatment proposed by the author is 
the resection of the epididymis as the earliest moment. The pa¬ 
tients readily consent to this early interference. The sexual powers 
of the patient (in a limited sense) are retained after the operation. 
This latter advantage of the operation would recommend it to notice. 
The total resection of the epididymis is advocated and in this the au¬ 
thor considers himself first on the field. He has demonstrated the 
possibility of the operation, though Hueter has doubted its utility. 
The author is confirmed in the belief that the early total resection of 
the tuberculous epididymis can prevent the general spread of the dis¬ 
ease in a majority of cases. In only one case has he observed a re¬ 
turn of the disease with affection of the kidney and ureter after resec¬ 
tion. 

Henry Koplik. 

Lemons de Clinique Chirurgicale. Par Ie Dr. Andre Boursier 

Paris. i887. 

Lectures on Clinical Surgery. 

The subjects which are treated in these lectures are most of them 
amongst the commonest in surgery, but the descriptions and directions 
for treatment are exact and distinct, though we are not inclined to 
agree with all the author’s views. 

The book opens with an excellent description of thyro-hyoid cysts. 
There are, as we are reminded, somewhat varied views on their path- 



